October 3, 2008

Dear Prep Parents and Guardians,

Hello from Grand and Warren!  In a school like Prep—with over 900 students, 17 varsity sports, 13 AP courses and dozens of clubs and activities, and so much more all under the direction of a dedicated group of faculty and staff---a lot happens each and every day.  Just one month into the new school year, it is tempting to look back on the many, many great things that have filled the days (and many nights!) here at Prep.  It would be equally tempting to look ahead in hopeful anticipation of the many wonderful events and experiences yet to come.

However, the main purpose of this mailing is to present your son’s academic Progress Report for the first quarter.  In one sense, it is a snapshot of where your son stands at this moment—the mid-point of the first marking period—in most of his courses.  It is also an invitation to look back at his accomplishments as well as to look ahead and set some goals for the rest of the marking period.  Parents of upperclassmen will notice that the Progress Reports have a different (and easier-to-read) format than in prior years; this is a result of the new student information software system we have implemented this year.  Please note, a few classes such as 
Group Guidance, Phys Ed and some Health and Fine Arts courses may not yet have a reported grade.
Please take some time to discuss this Progress Report with your son.  Congratulate him on his good work and offer support and encouragement in those areas where he needs it.  Please remember that there is still plenty of time and opportunity in the first marking period, so his reported grades at this moment are not necessarily definitive.  However, if after speaking with your son you still have any questions or concerns about his performance in his classes, please be in direct contact with his teachers.  Email addresses and telephone extensions are available on the school website, www.spprep.org.  Once there, click on the “School Life” tab, then look for “Academic Departments” and follow through to the appropriate department to find specific contact information for each teacher.  Please be sure that your son returns a signed copy of his Progress Report to Homeroom by Friday, October 10, 2008.
As we move deeper into the school year, the work will inevitably become more complex and involved.  Please be supportive of your son should he encounter moments of stress or doubt.  At those times, remind him to communicate with his teachers, for they are committed to help and share their gifts and talents.  Most of school year 2008-2009 stands before us, and that is a wonderful feeling.  I am certain that it will be filled with many opportunities to experience God’s grace both inside and outside of the classroom, in big ways and small, throughout the next several months.  Thank you for entrusting us with the education and formation of your son.  I look forward to working with you this year as we continue to build on the great tradition of Jesuit education here in downtown Jersey City!  
Sincerely,
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James C. DeAngelo

Principal

